SAFE PLAY DIRECTIVE

Instructions for parents to communicate with their children about safe play.

To help keep everyone safe, we ask that you share these with your children on a level that will resonate well with them. With all of us working together, we can ensure we maintain a safe space for everyone at park days and other group activities while still having a lot of fun.

1. All children need to be within eyesight - parks are public spaces, and there are often people outside our homeschool community there at the same time we are. Parks that include a variety of wide-spreading trails can also pose safety issues for the same reasons, and our children should not be out on the trails or in remote areas alone, or even with other children, where there is a lack of adult accountability. Children should only be on the field, playground, or basketball courts while at park days.

2. Be aware of animals – In warmer months, we know rattlesnakes are more likely to be seen in parks and on trails. While we want to be comfortable in these spaces, we also need to remember that these are wild spaces with wild creatures. Other animals to be aware of are coyotes, bobcats, mountain lions, and javelinas. Reminding our children to stay with the group will help protect them from encountering a dangerous situation with snakes and other critters in the wild. There is safety in numbers, so please stay with our group.

3. No weapons - We ask that children not bring any “weapons,” real or play, to group activities. This includes using sticks as swords, Nerf guns, water guns, and pocketknives. We simply don’t have the necessary safety equipment, such as helmets and eye protection, to ensure everyone’s safety. Balls, sports equipment, and sand toys are welcome.

4. No traps or obstacles - Please don’t allow children to set up trip wires or similar obstacles that could cause injury to another child. This is for the safety of the children in our group, but we also want to be good guests at the park and consider the safety of others outside of our group in this shared public space.

5. Showing kindness and respect - While we want children to have unstructured and free playtime, we also want to keep the space safe and enjoyable for all involved. A kind reminder on the way to group activities to play kindly with others and respect their space could help them come into that time with a safe-play mindset. All children should follow these general safety guidelines:

a. If someone says “stop”, stop immediately.
b. No face/neck/head contact.
c. Pause if someone falls and help them up/check on them before continuing play.
d. Use kind, encouraging words and tone of voice with one another.

In general, each of us should know where our child is, who they are playing with, and how they are playing. This is good for fun, safety, and accountability. It is with the utmost love and care for every family here that we send these reminders, and we look forward to continued fellowship full of so much fun, but also full of safety and accountability. Thank you for helping us keep these spaces both fun and safe for all!



